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Design and testing of a conjugate spring—based optical fiber
sensor for crack monitoring in concrete structures

LIU Pengzhen, LI Xiangru, ZHANG Jinlei, ZHANG Jiaxuan
(School of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, Zhoukou Normal University, Zhoukou Henan 466001, China)

Abstract: To address the issues of single-direction measurement and insufficient linearity in the long-term monitoring of cracks
in concrete structures using optical fiber sensors, a conjugate spring-based fiber optic sensor for concrete structural cracks is de-
signed. Firstly, based on the geometric characteristics of the cylindrical helical structure and the macro-bending loss effect of
optical fibers, a conjugate spring-type single-mode optical fiber crack sensor is established. Secondly, by superimposing the
macro-bending losses of single-mode optical fibers in different sensing regions, a transfer function between the macro-bending
loss of the single-mode optical fiber and the axial displacement is constructed. Finally, the stability and reliability of the conju-
gate spring-type single-mode optical fiber crack sensor in monitoring cracks in concrete structures are verified through calibra-

tion and model tests. The test results indicate that the conjugate spring-type single-mode optical fiber crack sensor exhibits a

good linear relationship, and the maximum measurement error within the measuring range does not exceed 5.4%.

Key words: concrete structures, crack, fiber optic sensors, optical time domain reflection technology

TS

24 2 SRV I - 23 R T I 1 8 DO 2 2 — , R AL
TR 225 e 10 R A e S 2 B0 205 g R 0 0 45 45 o, 7
AR AR 2 F P T A 5 0 ) iy o o LA T oA L B

5 H #5:2025-08-24
EETR A & 5B ORI H (25A560017) 581
YEZ B XA (1987—) , 5 I E R K A, T,
YR, F2 2R 58 05 100 R o3 A0 2O CET AR IR B AR OLfE
S FRFE A Je T F BB . FRHAT A w5 A
SURHIFIE R0 e 00 B S S AR IR (1 A
LED 2 LR

P I 75 SRR, DAy 488 iy 0 A B 3 4 s 14 o i 1
KA o

ULAFK , i TR & B BoAT RLAF i TR 8 ok e
RGP LA R v SRRE | v 0 R R 9 3 A
MG BE T S5 AR A AR ARG 22 %
TEVY . VR 220 TR R FI DG ET 4 IR AR o 2 4 W i
FETT A T R B TAE . EE A N RHR BE L 451
s NDCET 5 i FE BT T 1 8 AR
F T RPERERYSE MR, S T OCET AR REAE G 1Y
WAL . TF 558 NP A HLIHDE 5 St (BOTDA)
PR TR BE L 45 H R W, BF 9T 1 2 G fi 28/ E
IR BE A B AN A AR A AL . AR LSRR

@ RBIZTHA 202655 3]



B GHeBHWREWA

XUPHIC, ZRE AN, 3R , 45 < FH TR e L 4 A 2R I L s 3 2O 2T AL s B T 5 It

e far 55 A N S TUART A3 B A B TG ER I AR RS
Wi 59 e ISR, JF R bR g dr 1 it
27U A2 f S A R S T R BB T R . R
A N7 HE FOGLFRIT T OLE R R i % i 50%
MNAGETERE . Zheng Yong 25 A™Fll Lin Cheng %5 N“'7E
LT A AR R B R Al b, Tt TR AR BE 1454
ZLEE M AL IR o SR, B 3AR SCHROG T R4 4% 1 XL [
17 A RUD R 75 JE ) S Rl & o i rh 2448 ]
REAEENSAR 59 T 2 RN [R AR TEARAS . ZL4E AN [R] iy A8
TR S5 14 52 T3 RS, S BLAE P FE T W AE
IR PPAty B it 1 4 1) A e 4 R4 o

BEXT F R 1), A SCUe T — A ] TR Bk 1 4 2
8 W DN ) A o OB AT AL B A o A% IR 1 T
S5 BB ZT SRR 9 48 T 5 A T A 8, O
SEA RS PR CET R A AR S R i (R Y WL G
R AR B I R AT R P

1 e E X TR ZIT
1.1 ETmESH

5 5 RE 2 ) FH BRSO £ S B4 b 75 I
LIS FEAt . Y PARRLE KA I, U PR LF S
AR T 1K A AR AR AT, AT G T R TN
A SRR SRS, DT 5 | R 2 i

RN S AR R A AR 2 ) Y B O
AR G.652.D HDGLFFE AR A 248 R T
) 72 A BB IEAT T hn a2 358, M B i 1 s
A S AR S 2 ) O 5 g 1] P o 7 S
A ARSI [F] 236 45 5 R A2 2 B R G 3R )
(OTDR). OTDR &HE(5 54N 1310 nm, P ik
$&oh 10 ns, MWHEAG S 0.01 dB,

A 3 R R, A5 R AT A KR S
FESHAS PR MLE X R E 2 PR, EREIN

X

A1 ARZ @ AR FERATRTRENARE

50

4ot

30F

Fi4£/dB

e 201

0 1 2 3 Y 5 6
%ty ¥ f2/em
B2 $EAARSHRESHEHEROMUAXR

@, 50 = 257907 e 0% (1)
A a5 IR 1310 nm Kb A B B 22 A5 HFE
p AR RIS e S iR 2 1484
KA, N e G B LM SO HR B T S AR
1.2 fERSR G 5EREE
1.2.1 gt

W ik TR G D' 2T S A8 R i A 110 B i) ) R
A LA e 07 1) T, A SO T —Fp A s AOL £ A%
SRS AN IE 3 s . AR IR A 2 AR R
PEBR T S 1, PRS2 8 o SHORL B A4S LU
Ao B GEGE T 2 MBI, JE A% IR X e T 55 4% I
DI IL o 2 AR 983 R PR A 1, ol 212 SR DX B0 [
— RLEEI I 7 A AN R B o Y A T A A BT
AR, AR SR DX A DG 2T i 2R A 1) R AL, S BOG R
FEELAMAERT I, 2 MR IRIX k™ AR A Hi A 2 OTDR
HEAT oA AR DM i, A 22 0035, WA R At
BT, DT b e A2 29 A2 SR B o) 0 ) o, 52 R
SRR LM 7 o AN, 2% R A P e
PRI R A PEREAR E A A, R R
ARl 1 25 AR R 5 2585 I, 05 9 5 I i R A
J& 55 D S L, DA LA ) A2 1 RO 5 23 A R AE A TR

KA KA OTDR

B3 fERREMTRE

20264E5 3 RBIEHS D



B GHBHWREWE

XUPR I, ZRE AN, ok , 45 T IR BE 1 45 ) 258 Wl A L g i S OB AL IS BT T 5 0K

1 24 I FE K .
1.2.2 JL{TE#E

e 5 8 O A% Sk e 3 o A DN A T i R
T A8 SRS 2F BT 7= A 1) 2 25 L RE AR Ak, e SITERXT A St
PyER I BABDBER ) EAR N 0.125 mm (L5 L5
CRARAH 22K, HXT 8 43 T A 52 i ] LA 22 e
PR, B B G T A5 350 R R AT IR . 2 Sk il 1) A8
TR JLAM B AN 4 (a) fir s o o, p URER , D oy
HiZ,

i e 50 3 X B T S 4 15 g A A )
it R s (ARTE i 4 (b) s o 509 kARl ) A8 B
AR FREHK BN R A AR AL BRERE R A AR AR AR
X T B SR e A A T R I, TS R B A
wD py MU EAA =AY i 4(c) iR, I EM =
ARG S Wi VS AR DRl e
Plj"j

(p—1t)

1 ©* + 2pt
=— |D*~- 1+ 2
Pr=ry. w’ [ D -+ 2pt} (2)

[ B A S X g T P R e ' 47 R AT e T, A
Bl 4(d)Fim. g6 1L T IR BE R Er i B4 Dy &
BB py , AT LG B A0y o

W p Ry 23 AR A (1), BIVA] A5 21 9 4% Jg DX 3,
AR IRBOLL R SRR . R FPIX
R 2 A AR AL AL BN, TS AL R e 0 F8 H
SR BHAREZ AP SC R

A

\

oD
D, '=
() FRIRICI, T Hp P i
KT IRIF

AL

A

4 d
! p P
\

Dy |
>

D |
.

(d) 2RI gl 11 P Bl e
JGET JRIT

Ahh -

AA

(a) SR (b) HT A2 G

4 ERERR LIRS

2 FREINIE
2ARBAE
Ry 6 E e i 5 X £ AL TR AR AL R e M A%

1 BRBCA e AS SCRE AR T AR IS B, 1AL 5 B
71 o SR FH A o 2T X e R AT K Bl o 4
FEXIAL At il ) LS, BB I i e

Es

IR
e

Ao AT

E5 fERSGERETE

B 5 3 O 2T 258 A% IS W iy [ o, A — 0l 2
Frhnzk , B A B ) A 1 S WA 1, A4 SRt 7 A AH N 1Y
I o Jefi S 2 AR A ERIX R R [ OTDR . %
JERAR AR 20 em, MBI IX AL T 5 48X A I
PR YR 6 em BREEYI N 1 em, HAARYN 12 mm,
ARSI R 2 18]

2.2 IR

R T ARG S S OB L AR TR+ 4 Y
SR 1 FE P AL SRR RE L ISR T 0.5 em AP KX AR
SRS HEAT b ) 2 R N AR, 1 R GERE S5 10 s HR 25 i
FEAEL, 23501 58 1L 5 WAG PR 28t 72, JF UL P . AR
W% B AR A B S MR R XS NG R A
2k, IR P R R VAR R B, 45 SR &l 6 fiir
7No PTLAFE Y 7 ) 238 Ingload R vh AR IR X T
(0 A5 AR Al i B AL RS I N & A i, 22—k
PUETTHR, H R=0.78; f& B IX I 1T rp 1 23 25 A28 Ak
i AL AL 3G N 5 T 2 il L 153 R=0.82, 24~ X I
ARG AR S, Sk T 1.2.2 5 rh AR g 454 JL T &
M ST B IR AR

6| o FRRKI N
<o AR R R R T 304 h £, Z
o SH* BARKRINEM Al
S |- BARK T 0w o
LA NS R IR ¥ z
:T; — i & .
B3 50116401095 i gt
e R*=0.993 o S :
S NP 4.7
i A
—"
1F .
A
[ : ,
0 1 3 4

2
e E AL A /em

BEl6 MHEMHBSEETHMRATLENGHLE

@ RBIZHA 20264534



B GHeBHWREWA

XUPHIC, ZRE AN, 3R , 45 < FH TR e L 4 A 2R I L s 3 2O 2T AL s B T 5 It

e A R I R A SO AR IR X T
IR i 2 S AR b i T & . &k
PR i S M A 2 i P R AR 0.993,
X TAG R 1, Gtk 42 T2 27.3% % T-4% JER X I,
T, 6P EHR T2 21.1% ., X —&5 SRAESE T S 4 9 5
S5 Ke) I L AR 2 R 22 BRI LA B35 0 T IRAR 1Y
2R P R R R L S S AR R T — 2, PR 0 X
ot 7 25 A5 FE AR Ak S e Ty 2, 0] I S R o AR TR AR
PEMZR AR AL

3 = ALK IE
3.1 MERES

R T 5 UE A i 5 5 OG AR AL IR A AR TR A5 H
it 5 W D0 v ) RT AT P A SO T A A R T
BLWE 7R . KR 2 HUREE B A A RS
B S PRI e+ 250 rh i RS AT Oy o TRBE a1 R
P60 em X 30 cm X 10 em (K XEx 58 ) o WAL AR %
e T RBERIAY rpr | AL RS IV 8 [ 5 T — TR E + Bk
I, N2 AT [ T 58— R B+ B i, T o R AE 22
e KA AR vp 88 55 N AT 4R 2 AR 4R S TR 3k
FEMFAT o T8 2 — 0 VR B = e Y 1 1) in R AR 401 2 4
Wi, B AR A2 SR . LA T em AR IRIK
MO IE N2 2 4 em, 75\ O 57 & A INZR -4 em.
i RGAE T 10T M BT 15 SO I ) 7 25 e
B, 85 R WML VR ol LA L ERIX I8 ) 7 25 46
FERAZIEEN A5 2 0 3 10 L AMEURRE , LS ke S
MRz A RIFMEE R T SINHF A
) DN 2 A7 5 28 A e 1 e R R 22 5.4 % ik
B 45 L R % A% TR A 08 2 34 M g o 5 8 ) U
L IO UE T H AR A W i T AT

B7 #HpaEX A ERBRERRBTE

R1 AR EARAREEARETRRRNERE

Pk FAFENB bR iRy
fifslem HREEXET GBI & fiklem 22/%
4 6.37 3.01 4.69 4.12 3.1
3 4.49 2.66 3.57 3.16 5.4
2 2.69 1.97 2.34 2.10 5.0
1 1.05 0.94 0.99 0.95 4.9
0 0.52 0.19 0.36 — —
-1 1.08 1.12 1.12 -1.05 5.2
-2 1.77 2.48 2.13 -1.92 3.9
-3 2.73 4.33 3.53 -3.13 4.2
-4 2.89 6.10 4.50 -3.96 1.0

3.2 HEWEST BERIREIRS

FEIRE T S5 R B W I L R v, R T MR I 2
BRSPS [ AR TR AR SO s 59
JRARTE AR 5 8 J%e i AN R A% SR DX 3 A7 D¢, 38 5 %k
LA [ A% DX 3l 7 25 B 1 /DN, U3 448 Ak Tl
Ak SRR RERHF ST RE A2 em THF
JCLTBE S HEE AN R 8 T/, 454 45 1 B B | 24 4
HEND T U A AR S I AL R IX B T 22 25 451 #E(2.69 dB) K
TFAL X I, [ 2225 6 (1.97 dB) ; 24288 hE T4 iR
A BRI T 228 FE (1.77 dB) /N FAL X 5 1T
) A5 HFE(2.48 dB) o PRI, 38 A Xo) HE AN [ A2 g X dk
FAFEAE MR/, AT LASE SO0 248 W s 54 AR
AR A A HERR T

60
— RARS AR T
soll — 7 RRA =
i 269dB | A RRKI
i 248 dB
40t ; " "”'v/
% "' \197dB e
=0 " 1.77 dB
Hp e o 57 .
4 I I
20} i
10f
0 ;
0 1 2 3

AR K /km

B8 W5 RHHA2 om TR FRAHERKIRE

4 5RIE
ARSCBETT T — Fl il FH T 1R B - 25 4 24 4 Wl )
A B SO AT LA AL RS, T o3 a1 A 1
AN RGEVEAG T HALEMERE . 25BN
1) £ OTDR $ A 1 3 i 50 35 = M8 0 41 2 4%

20264531 RABIE A O



B GHBHWREWE

XU, 200, sk 4 %

eIy , RERS AT A3 SR DG LT AR I E AR A 5 - TR e
I R I, Ry TR B - A R M I SRt T AT Ay
VE L

) B 5 3 LS R e T L E R TR AR

A Xof A2 SRR il 1) 2 A% W 7 1) AR 2R R AR . L
AR TR A % DX 3 A 7 5 U RE (B Zl—‘ii&%-EHT—ﬁFA“
X o B 4i 54 e R AR o EAR IR
2 N ,,\Hij((m HIRZEANHIT 5.4%.
3)1ZAG AR S TR B {5 5 R AE H B R
SR R IR A 2 TR - 2 A 1 L A R I R S A
BET 5B AR T
ok, J5s ﬁﬁh?’“ﬂt%u%ﬁfﬁé’iﬂ ENEORS
WIteE P, I T IO AL R WA, 52 I AE A
S8 A AW A TR R

SE A
(0] FEAS, BB — i if] ] 45 R TR 10 ek 28 FBG A& B [1]. il (54
A ,2024,48(4):36-41.
[2] i, Ak, 8 H K . O-OTDR B 4377 20 4L £F 4% S v f 53 2E e [J].
H kA ,2017,38(7) :70-74,79.
[3] Damiano E, Battipaglia M, De Cristofaro M, et al. Innovative extenso-
inclinometer for slow-moving deep-seated landslide monitoring in an
early warning perspective[J]. Journal of Rock Mechanics and Geotechni-
cal Engineering,2025,17(8) :5359-5371.

4] FFE, G, KU S TOLLT S MU A TR BE 1 R (R AL AR BT
J] R 5T AR S8 ,2023,42(3) : 87-90.
[5] =, T AL, XA . 5T BOTDA (YR EE + 251 2448 R K 0 BF
FELCTRERIII]. 23 Bt A RHE , 2023, 40(9) : 151-157.

TR GE Al ke 2 W) () S B SO AT AL A T T

[6] {155 , 220, BV, 45 . 4548 4% 10 oA 2OGEF W D ik B35t
S AR S TR, 2012, 34(1):1-6.
[7] 5876, FLAE, G, 45 L A ROG 2R Y 17 A5 143k
R AR, 2025, 38(4) :603-609.

[8] Zheng Yong, Yu Jie, Zhu Zhengwei, et al. Design, sensing principle

SRS ].

and testing of a novel fiber optic displacement sensor based on linear
macro-bending loss[J]. Optik,2021,242:167194.

[9] Lin Cheng, Li Yaming, Ma Yuming, et al. The sensing principle of a
new type of crack sensor based on linear macro-bending loss of an optical
fiber and its experimental investigation[J]. Sensors & Actuators: A. Physi-
cal, 2018, 272:53-61.

[10] WG 2L, A EF , B A, 45 . RO ET s il UFE (9 3 15 20 A7
[J]. Y6F244H,2003,32(4) : 409-412.

[11] Widiyatmoko B, Rofianingrum M Y, Hanto D, et al. Macrobending
loss in wrapped fiber optic for load detections[J]. Applied Optics, 2022,
61(13):3786-3792.

[12] Al-Lami S S, Atea H K, Salman A M, et al. Adjustable optical fiber
displacement-curvature sensor based on macro-bending losses with a cod-
ing of optical signal intensity[J]. Sensors and Actuators A : Physical, 2024,
373:115403.

[13] Wang Jiawei, Han Yifeng, Cao Zhenglong, et al. Applications of opti-
cal fiber sensor in pavement engineering: a review[J]. Construction and
Building Materials,2023,400:132713.

[14] Zhao Lizhi, Tang Fujian, Li Gang, et al. Crack width measurement
with OFDR distributed fiber optic sensors considering strain redistribution
after structure cracking[J]. Journal of Civil Structural Health Monitoring,
2024,14(4):1091-1109.

[15] Meng Lingjian, Wang Linbing, Hou Yue. Development of large-strain
macrobend optical-fiber sensor with helical-bending structure for pave-
ment monitoring application[J]. Journal of Aerospace Engineering, 2019,
32(3):04019021.

Hobe 2026455 3 1)



